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The Turing Trust is an international development organisation 

which enables IT-supported learning across Africa. We're 

working to bring equal digital opportunity to all, empowering 

young people and their communities to make the most of the 

digital age.



The Turing Trust at a Glance

Since 2009 we have put 4250 
PCs in schools across Africa.

We have enabled 13 million 
hours of IT supported learning 
in 144 schools

We have sent IT equipment to 
schools in Ghana, Malawi, 
Liberia, and Botswana

We have delivered IT training 
to 342 teachers and 
headteachers in the schools 
we work with

We won and were shortlisted 
for 4 awards for innovation in 
2017

In 2017 our volunteers in 
Edinburgh put in an amazing 
1200 hours.

We’re proud to work in 
partnership with the Centre for 
Youth and Development, 
Camara Education, and the 
Scottish Government

We’ve received large 
hardware donations from 3 
corporate partners in 2017

Our eLibrary now houses 
hundreds of e-learning 
materials covering everything, 
from dressmaking to maths.



Our History

The Turing Trust was set up in 2009 by Alan 
Turing’s closest family in honour of his 
remarkable legacy. Today we are keeping Alan’s 
legacy alive by providing quality technology and 
IT training to schools in sub-Saharan Africa.

We began working in Ghana with the Integrated 
Community Centres for Employable Skills (ICCES) 
in 2010. We now cover 88% of the ICCES with 
training, IT hardware and our e-library.

In 2015 we began working in Malawi alongside 
our partners, the Centre for Youth and 
Development. We aim to have PCs in 80% of 
Malawian schools by 2022. We’ll provide training 
to enable schools to continue to deliver IT-
supported learning long after we’re gone.



The Turing Connection

Alan Turing (1912-1954) was a brilliant mathematician and a leading code-breaker 
during World War 2. His pre-war work laid down the theoretical plan for a 
programmable computer, and after the war he was closely involved in the design 
and programming of the world’s earliest computing machines. He designed the 
ACE (Automatic Computing Engine) built by the UK Government, wrote 
programming manuals, and founded the discipline of artificial intelligence.

The Turing Trust is proud to be able to commemorate Alan Turing’s remarkable 
contribution to the early years of computing by making computers available to less 
privileged communities in Africa and by enabling volunteers in the UK to sharpen 
their own IT skills in preparing computers for use in African schools.

The Turing Trust was set up by Alan Turing’s closest family, including his nephew 
Sir John Turing, in memory of his name and legacy. With Alan’s name behind us we 
are contributing to the future of computer science by supporting people in rural 
African communities to become computer literate.



Edinburgh

Shipping Day
Africa

We take donations from 
individuals and businesses at 

our workshop
Our trainees and volunteers 

then securely wipe, make any 
necessary repairs and load our 

eLibrary onto the computers 

We then scan and box our 
equipment so we can track it 
from end to end.

When we have 
enough equipment we 
hold a shipping day, 
where volunteers help 
pack a container

This container is then sent to 
our partners in AfricaOur in-country partners then 

retest all the equipment and 
prepare schools for their new 

computers

The IT equipment is then taken 
to the schools where we build 

their new computer labs

We deliver training for the 
teachers on everything from IT 

maintenance to using the 
eLibrary in lessons Once all this has been 

achieved, the students can use 
the lab and eLibrary, and even 
take courses which allow them 
to get certification from the 
University of Edinburgh!

How We Work



James Turing, Director

James is completing a PhD in International Development as a 
Leverhulme Perfect Storm Doctoral Scholar at the University of 
Edinburgh where he received a Masters. James has previously 
presented his research at international meetings in the USA, Japan 
and Tunisia and organised a conference on solar waste, repair and 
recycling in Nairobi, Kenya.

James has worked within the charity sector for nine years working 
with large charities such as Marie Curie & Oxfam in Scotland and 
many smaller NGOs in Ghana, Malawi and Kenya.

James was one of the founder's of the Turing Trust and has led the 
charity to various accolades including the Royal Bank of Scotland's 
2017 Great British Entrepreneur for Good. James currently manages 
the Turing Trust's African operations and directs fundraising efforts 
in the UK. 



Current Projects

Malawi Ghana Kenya

We have been working in Ghana since 
2010. We predominantly work with the 
ICCES (Integrated Community Centres 
for Employable Skills) as well as a few 

Junior High Schools and Primary 
Schools, providing IT equipment and 

training.

We have worked alongside the 
Ministry for Education to expand our 

reach and impact across Ghana.

In Malawi we work alongside the 
Centre for Youth and Development to 
deliver IT equipment and training to 

schools. 

Currently we work in the Northern 
Region, providing schools with 

equipment, training, and maintenance. 
We hope to expand this across Malawi, 

to cover 80% of schools by 2019.

We support several schools in Kenya 
with hardware and software support. 
Our main commitment is with Ubuntu 

Power With this partnership we are 
aiming to demonstrate alternative 

SolarBerry systems that enable off-
grid computer labs. The lab is being 

installed at Mutaruni Secondary 
School and the local community will 

be able to benefit from the cyber cafe 
that will have low-cost 4G internet.



The SolarBerry is a self-financing, community-owned computer lab 
powered by solar energy. It uses energy-efficient Raspberry Pi 
computers which come with access to our eLibrary.

It’s suited to rural, off-grid communities as it doesn’t rely on mains 
electricity to run. This means that schools and communities in these 
areas don’t have to be at a disadvantage when it comes to gaining IT 
literacy.

Not only does the SolarBerry bring the digital age to off-grid 
communities, it can also be used to generate income. The 
SolarBerry produces more energy than it needs. This can then be 
sold back to the community for phone charging much cheaper than 
would be available in nearer, on-grid towns.

The SolarBerry



Impact
Our work to date has directly improved 

education in 114 community-based schools we 

have partnered with throughout rural areas of 

Ghana, Kenya, Liberia and Malawi. We have sent 

over 4,250 computers to Malawi, Ghana, Liberia 

and Kenya, supporting over 25,000 students with 

more than 13 million hours of IT supported 

learning. We have done this through our 

computer reuse scheme in the UK that has 

subsequently diverted and reused 55 tonnes of 

IT waste creating carbon savings of over 2,000 

tonnes. 


